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OPINION 1665 

Potamilus Rafinesque, 1818 (Mollusca, Bivalvia): not suppressed 

Ruling 

(1) The name Potamilus Rafinesque, 1818 (gender: masculine), type species by sub¬ 
sequent designation by Morrison (1969) Unio alatus Say, 1817, is hereby placed on the 
Official List of Generic Names in Zoology. 

(2) The name alatus Say, 1817, as published in the binomen Unio alatus (specific 
name of the type species of Potamilus Rafinesque, 1818), is hereby placed on the 
Official List of Specific Names in Zoology. 

(3) The name Proptera Rafinesque, 1819 is hereby placed on the Official Index 
of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology (a junior objective synonym of 
Potamilus Rafinesque, 1818). 

History of Case 2558 

An application for the conservation of Proptera Rafinesque, 1819 was received from 
Dr Mark E. Gordon ( Tennessee Cooperative Fishery Research Unit, Cookeville, 
Tennessee, U.S.A.) on 23 November 1987. After correspondence the case was pub¬ 
lished in BZN 47: 19-21 (March 1990). Notice of the case was sent to appropriate 
journals. 

A comment in support from Dr Arthur H. Clarke (Ecosearch Inc., Portland, Texas, 
U.S.A.) was published in BZN 47: 205-206 (September 1990), together with an oppos¬ 
ing comment from Drs Arthur E. Bogan ( Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, U.S.A.), James D. Williams ( U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Gainesville, 
Florida, U.S.A.) & Samuel L.H. Fuller ( Florida State Museum of Natural History, 
Gainesville, U.S.A.). A further comment in support from Dr Douglas G. Smith 
(Museum of Zoology, University of Massachusetts, Amhurst, U.S.A.) was published in 
BZN 48: 142-143 (June 1991)/ 

It was noted on the voting paper that, although no species were included in Potamilus 
Rafinesque, 1818 for 150 years, as a result of Morrison’s 1969 statement (see BZN 47: 

19, para. 5) it became a senior objective synonym of Proptera Rafinesque, 1819 (the 
type species of both nominal genera is Unio alatus Say, 1817). Bogan, Williams & Fuller 
noted (BZN 47: 206-207) that Potamilus had had extensive recent use and considered 
that it would therefore be a mistake to suppress it. Instead of the proposals on BZN 47: 

20, which sought to suppress Potamilus and place Proptera on the Official List, Bogan 
et al. proposed that Potamilus should be confirmed as the valid name for the genus. 

Both alternatives, the original proposal for the conservation of Proptera Rafinesque, 
1819 by the suppression of Potamilus Rafinesque, 1818 (BZN 47: 20: Proposal A), 
and the placement of Potamilus Rafinesque, 1818 on the Official List (BZN 47: 207; 
Proposal B), were offered for voting. The first course involved the use of the 
Commission’s plenary powers, but these were not required for the second course since 
it did not involve the suppression of names. 

Decision of the Commission 

On 1 September 1991 the members of the Commission were invited to vote. At the 
close of the voting period on 1 December 1991 the votes were as follows: 




82 Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 49(1) March 1992 

Proposal A — 8: Bock, Corliss, Dupuis, Kraus, Minelli, Nielsen, Starobogatov, 
Ueno. 

Proposal B — 18: Bayer, Cocks, Hahn, Halvorsen, Heppell, Holthuis, Kabata, 
Lehtinen, Macpherson, Mahnert, Martins de Souza, Nye, Ride, Savage, Schuster, 
Thompson, Trjapitzin and Willink 

No vote was received from Cogger. 

Voting for proposal B, Hahn commented: ‘As the comments clearly show, specialists 
do not agree in this case. Proptera Rafinesque, 1819 is apparently not more often used 
than Potamilus Rafinesque, 1818. In such a situation the best way is to follow the Code 
and retain the older name’. Martins de Souza commented: ‘As both names, Potamilus 
and Proptera are being used, I vote for the adoption of the Principle of Priority’. Nye 
commented: ‘Potamilus is clearly not an unused senior synonym. Each synonym is in 
current use so priority should be the arbiter'. 


Original references 

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists and an Official 
Index by the ruling given in the present Opinion: 

alatus , Unio , Say, 1817, in Nicholson, W., First American edition of the British Encyclopedia or 
dictionary of arts and sciences, vol. 2 (B-E), pi. 4, fig. 2. 

Potamilus Rafinesque, 1818, American Monthly Magazine and Critical Revue , 3: 355. 

Proptera Rafinesque, 1819, Journal de Physique, de Chimie, d'Histoire Nature lie, 88: 420. 

The following is the reference for the designation of Unio alatus Say, 1817 as the type species of 
the nominal genus Potamilus Rafinesque, 1818: 

Morrison, J.P.E. 1969. Annual Reports of the American Malacological Union , 1969: 24 

The following is the reference for the designation of Unio alatus Say, 1817 as the type species of 
the nominal genus Proptera Rafinesque, 1819: 

Herrmannsen, A.N. 1847. Indices generum malacozoorum primordia , vol. 2, p. 41. 



